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Sharma observed, “No other country in the 

world shares the special relationship that 

exists between India and South Africa, and no 

two countries have shared heroes (like) 

Mahatma Gandhi and Nelson Mandela. I 

would like to find another parallel. I have 

honestly tried to but I don't find one.” 

Echoing Mr. Sharma's view, Ms. Maite 

Nkoana-Mashabane said, “Outside South 

Africa, there is no other place that we call 

home than Mother India. Every time I land in 

New Delhi I just feel like I am coming back 

home.” 

An evening in honor of Maite Nkoana-

Mashabane, Hon'ble Minister of Inter-

national Relation & Cooperation, Republic of 

South Africa,  was hosted by H.E. Rev. Harris 

Majeke, the High Commissioner for the 

Republic of South Africa and Padma Shri 

Vikramjit Singh Sahney, Chairman, India-

South Africa Business Forum on June 3, 2010, 

at Hotel Taj Palace, New Delhi. The occasion 

was further adorned by the presence of Shri 

Anand Sharma, Hon'ble Minister of 

Commerce & Industry, Govt. of India as 

'Chief Guest'.

Mashabane led a strong delegation of 

over sixty high profile members from various 

government departments of South Africa. The 

objective of the visit of Minister Mashabane 

with her delegation was to deepen the 

strategic partnership between South Africa 

and India; strengthen and broaden economic 

and commercial interaction between the two 

countries; expand South-South interaction 

with a view to strengthen the voice of the 

developing world and its capacity to address 

the needs of its people.  

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Anand 

Strengthening Ties – India And South Africa

Ms. Maite Mashabane is all smiles 
as she receives a bouquet from Vikramjit  Sahney

A hearty welcome to Shri Anand Sharma

Vikramjit Sahney making a point

“No other country in the world shares the special relationship that exists 

between India and South Africa, and no two countries have shared heroes 

(like) Mahatma Gandhi and Nelson Mandela. I would like to find another 

parallel. I have honestly tried to but I don't find one.” – Shri Anand Sharma
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Vikramjit Sahney in his remarks 

stated that it would be a wonderful 

opportunity to work together with South 

Africa in “BRICS” even as both the 

countries continue to deepen their 

partnership in the IBSA framework.  He 

further added that India is South Africa's 

largest trading partner in South and 

South-East Asia and one of South Africa's 

Seminar on ‘Trade Facilitation- Crucial for Economic Well Being’ in SAARC Region

H.E. Dr. Shivinder Singh Sidhu, Governor of Goa, 
inaugurated the seminar on “Trade Facilitation” a catalyst for 
workable SAFTA that was jointly organized by SAARC CCI in 
collaboration with Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce 
& Industry & Friedrich Naumann Stiftung on August 04, 2010 at 
Goa, India.

In his inaugural speech, Dr. Sidhu urged upon the 
respective governments in South Asia to take adequate and 
compatible measures for trade facilitation in South Asia, 
regarding it a crucial element for economic well being of the 
region. 

Mr. Annisul Huq, President SAARC CCI in his address 

identified core issues hindering free flow of goods and services 

and said that without a unified and integrated trade facilitation 

mechanism, SAFTA would not be workable document. 

Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, Sr Vice President, SAARC CCI 

in his welcome address urged the Government of Pakistan to 

grant MFN status to India, which will help not only increase the 

level of bilateral trade but also speed up the process of economic 

integration. 

The inaugural session was followed by technical session – 

“Is SAFTA Redundant without Tangible Trade Facilitation 

Mechanism” that was chaired by Mr Arvind Mehta, Joint 

Secretary, Ministry of Commerce, Government of India.  Other 

participants included Mr. Shahabuddin, former Secretary, Govt. 

of Bangladesh, Mr. Pradeep Kumar Shreshta, VP-SAARC CCI, 

Mr. Madhukar SJB Rana, Former Finance Minister, Government 

of Nepal, Mr. Ashutosh Bajpai, Chairman- SAARC CCI Trade 

Facilitation Council and many more.

Welcoming H.E. Dr. Shivender Singh Sidhu at SAARC CCI Meet

Dr. S.S. Sidhu is seen delivering inaugural address at the seminar on “Trade Facilitation : A Catalyst For Workable SAFTA”

Exhibiting close bonding between 
India & South Africa with H.E. Rev. Harris Majeke

top-ten trading partners globally, and 

with the great ties between both the 

countries, we would scale greater 

heights.

The event  culminated in a 

sumptuous spread where both the 

countries  celebrated their  deep 

friendship and ever growing bond. 
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Gaiety marked the Independence 

Day celebra-tions at Angels of Sun – free 

education home for orphans run by Sun 

Foundation in Bhondsi village, Dist. 

Gurgaon.  It was  celebrated with true 

patriotic fervour. The premises was 

decorated with tri-colour balloons. The children invoked the blessings of the 

motherland through the chanting of the national anthem. It was an adorable sight to see 

young kids compete amongst  each other while exhibiting their acrobatic skills on the 

occasion. The energetic dance performance by the inmates left everyone spell bound.  

It was a moment of pride and glory when Vikramjit Sahney, as Chairman of Sun 

Foundation, unfurled and saluted the National flag. He then paid rich tributes to the 

freedom fighters who sacrificed their lives and fought to free their motherland from the 

clutches of the British who ruled the country.  The children were told to always 

remember the supreme sacrifice of these national heroes and inculcate the values of 

leading 'life beyond self'.

The function was followed by lunch at which prominent citizens of Bhondsi village 

were also present.

It was a memorable experience as children of 'Angels of Sun' accompanied by 

Vikramjit Sahney, Chairman, Sun Foundation and Col. S.V. Joshi, Administrator of 

Angels of Sun entered the sprawling Rashtrapati Bhavan lawns to meet H.E. Smt. 

Pratibha Devi Singh Patil, Hon'ble President of India on the occasion of Children's Day 

on 14th November 2010.
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Independence Day Celebrations at Angels of Sun

Proud to be Indian

Inspiring his Angels of Sun

Children Day Celebration at Rashtrapati Bhawan

The children presented the President 

with a bouquet of flowers and were in 

turn gifted with books. While addressing 

the children, Smt. Patil said, “For a 

successful person, education is the 

strength. Indians worldwide are known 

as honest and hardworking... you should 

also strive to be one and excel in life”. 

“We loved the  tour  o f  the  

Rashtrapati Bhavan,” was the unanimous 

voice of the excited children once they 

returned to their Home.

Interacting with the children, 

Vikramjit told the children, “Children's 

Day is not only an opportunity to 

celebrate and enjoy, but it reminds us of 

the mission and message of Pandit 

Jawaharlal Nehru. He always wanted 

children all over the world to grow, get 

education and prosper in life.  So make 

the best of development opportunities, 

for you have to contribute for growth of 

the nation towards greater prosperity. 
Celebrating Children's Day with the President of India and ‘Angels of Sun’
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It was a proud moment for the nation 

and Sun Foundation when 'Shera'  song 

was launched by Dr. M.S. Gill, Hon'ble 

Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports at a 

glittering ceremony in Hotel Taj Palace, 

New Delhi on 9th September, 2010.  The 

launch of the song was very well attended 

event with almost all electronic & print 

media covering the same. 

 “Shera” Song Launched to Spread Message of Mass Participation in CWG Delhi 2010

The song 'Shera' was conceived and 
produced by Vikramjit Sahney. Sung in 
Hindi and English by Vikramjit Singh 
Sahney, Shibani Kashyap and Millind, it 
reflected the spirit of Shera, representing 
majesty, power, charisma and grace. It 
generated excitement in the masses and 
urged everyone to join in with healthy 
spirit of the Commonwealth Games 2010, 
Delhi. The slogans 'come out and play' 

Release of CD of Shera song by Dr. M.S. Gill in presence of Shibani Keshyap, Milind and top officials of CWG Games 2010

performing at Opening Ceremony together with Shera

'chak de Shera' etc. rightly flavoured the 
song to invite the participation of one and 
all. The song is sheer joy to listen to. Shera 
symbolically reminded the world of the 
depleting numbers of his species and the 
fragile environment he lives in drawing 
our attention to our responsibility 
towards the protection of his race and his 
ecosystem. 

Addressing the august gathering, 

Vikramjit proudly expressed “Launching 
the song Shera is an expression of my 
patriotism as an Indian.  It is a time for all 
of us to play a part.  India is a land of 

“Launching the song Shera is an expression of my patriotism as 

an Indian.  It is a time for all of us to play a part.  India is a land of 

promise and passion. Let's unite and make the Commonwealth 

Games 2010, Delhi a success.” – Vikramjit Sahney

promise and passion. Let's unite and 
make the Commonwealth Games 2010, 
Delhi a success.”

The song was produced and 
presented for free to Organising 
Committee Commonwealth Games 2010, 
Delhi by Sun Foundation to draw the 
masses to healthy spirit of comradeship  
and competition. 
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Committed to promote trade & economy beyond Commonwealth Games

Vikramjit potently drives home the fact that femininity is a very 

essential aspect of balanced human existence and needs to be 

welcomed and nurtured as divinity. 
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It was recognition of Vikramjit 

Sahney's talent when his soulful and 

spell-binding song 'Babula' won the 

special award of Best Song of Year 2010 

for a social cause at PTC Punjabi Music 

Awards held on 18th  March 2011 at 

Jullundur.  Vikram's emotion filled 

rendition of the simple words that form 

the lyrics of this song touched millions of hearts around the 

world.

Among the plethora of awards in various categories, the 

award for 'Babula' may easily be rated the most socially relevant 

one.  It is an extremely emotional and introspective song that has 

appealed to the masses for its cause - 'Save the Girl Child'.  The 

song is a fervent appeal from an unborn girl child to not disrupt 

the harmony of creation and the universe. Through this song, 

‘Babula’ — Best Song of The Year 2010 – for a social cause

SAVE THE GIRL CHILDSAVE THE GIRL CHILD

It was a solid constellation of stars 

that included none other than Mr. Anand 

Sharma, Hon'ble Minister of Commerce 

and Industry; Mr. Tejinder Khanna, 

Lt. Governor Delhi; Mr. Michael Fennel, 

President CGF; Mr. Jacques Rogge – 

President, International Olympic 

Committee; Mr Timothy Fok, Member 

International Olympic Committee; 

Mr.  Suresh Kalmadi ,  Chairman 

Organizing Committee, CWG 2010; Lord 

Smith, Chairman, Glasgow CWG 2014; 

Mr. Rajan Bharti Mittal, President, FICCI; 

Mr. Rahul Bajaj, Former President 

Commonwealth  Business Council; 

Mr. Hari Bhartia, President, CII; Mr. Ajay 

Sriram & Vikramjit Sahney, Co-

Chairman, Commonwealth Business 

Club India; High Commissioners of 

several countries in India and galaxy of 

who is who being proudly part of the 

conclave of the Commonwealth Business 

Club of India (CBCI) “Growth Through 

Global Partnerships” on 4th October 

2010, Taj Palace, New Delhi.

What began as a single-minded 

devotion to establishment of a vibrant 

platform for promoting trade and 

business interaction between Common-

wealth nations culminated into a 

comprehensive institutionalized forum 

fully geared to provide impetus to the 

rising trade and economic engagements 

beyond Commonwealth economies.  

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Michael 

Fennel said, “The highly successful 

inauguration of the Games yesterday has 

re-assured the rest of the world the 

potential and commitment of India's 

leadership to remove all the obstacles for 

effortless organisation of such mega 

events.” Mr. Anand Sharma was full of 

pride when he stated, “It is also indicative 

of India's resolve to practically evaluate 

and implement the future course of 

engagement plan for how best to  actively 

invite businesses and investments into 

the country.  This is  where the 

opportunities lie for business delegates of 

Commonwealth Business Club of India Conclave 

all the Commonwealth countries who are 

bound to become the ears and eyes of 

their economies to chalk out pragmatic 

course of action on how best to engage the 

India story for mutual benefit.” Vikramjit 

Sahney was pragmatic in his statement as 

he added, “Commonwealth Games 2010 

is a huge opportunity for India to 

leverage and promote seamless synergy 

between modern sport & business as also 

to showcase India's economic potential to 

attract investment & trade from all over 

the world. We have to strive hard to build 

fit Nations for reaching out to the skies 

and rule this universe – in sports and 

business alike”.
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Delhi International Art Festival 

(DIAF), which is a rare bouquet of 

multiple arts from around the world, 

culminated its annual event, with Sufi 

Evening by Dr. Jaspinder Narula on 11th 

December, 2010 at Teen Murti Lawns, 

New Delhi.

Sponsored by Sun Foundation, the 

sufi evening enthralled the audience in 

terms of aesthetic and artistic experience.  

Jaspinder presented a rare bouquet of 

Gurbani, Ghazal, folk and sufi music, her 

each perfor-mance spirited yet soulful.  

Jaspinder's vivacious personality and 

full-throated melody was a treat to music 

lovers  mesmerizing the audience with 

her rich repertoire in various forms of 

singing.  The highlight of her singing was 

rendering of a few lines of bollywood 

song 'Pyaar To Hona Hi Tha' .

It was a real treat for the audience 

when, upon request of Abhinav 

Chaturvedi, Master of Ceremony, 

Vikramjit Sahney presented a riveting 

recital of composition of Bulleh Shah.  An 

exhilarating fervour loaded the senses of 

all present on his rendering the fikras in 

Delhi International Art Festival (DIAF)

Together with Dr. Jaspinder Narula & 
Ms. Pratibha Prahlad to promote Music & Art

Reaching out to audience through Soulful "Alaap"

Sada–e–dil : An evening of Ghazals & Sufiana Kalaam

Vikramjit Sahney initiated a 

mesmerizing evening of Ghazals & 

Sufiana Kalaam by the renowed singer 

Anita Singhvi at the FICCI auditorium, 

New Delhi on 6th February, 2011. In his 

soulful voice, he set the mood for the 

evening by singing the song on 'mother 

earth' and went on to sing the verses 

composed by Shiv Batalvi 'Mainu Tera 

Shabab Lai Baitha' that touched the 

audience. To their insistence and huge 

round of applause, he presented sufi song 

'Kamli' that set the stage for Anita 

Singhvi's rhythmic performance ranging 

from Ghazal to Sufiyana Kalaam. An 

exceptionally gifted singer, Anita's 

expressive singing reflected an effulge-

nce of the mind & heart. Her vivacity and 

flair for rhyme and rhythm transported 

music lovers to a different realm.

Felicitating Ms. Anita Singhvi along with Mr. Ashok Chauhan

his soulful voice - “Jo Tera Aitbaar Karte 

Hain, Hashra Tak Intezaar Karte Hain, 

Hum Teri Bandagi Karein Ya Na Karein 

Ai Maula, Magar Tere Bandon Se Pyaar 

Karte Hain.” And “Khusro Bazi Prem Ki, 

Mein Kheloon Pee Ke Sang, Jeet Gayi to 

Piya More, Haari to bhi Piya Ke Sang” 

thus creating spiritual longings and 

waves of sufi intoxication.

Vikramjit is a great performer with 

dazzling virtuosity that has earned him 

high accolades. His awe inspiring 

performance is complemented by yet 

another rare gift - his ability to spread his 

music as a dedicated reformist fighting a 

social menace of current times.  His songs 

and albums have been dedicated to the 

cause of eradication of 'Female Foeticide' 

which  earned him respect  and 

admiration of music lovers. Vikramjit 

sums up his passion for music with a 

An exceptionally gifted singer, Anita's expressive singing reflected 

an effulgence of the mind & heart. Her vivacity and flair for rhyme and 

rhythm transported music lovers to a different realm.
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profoundly simple philosophy: “Music is 

my passion and to transform living 

beings to personification of humanity is 

the objective of my life".

Sponsoring this signature annual 

sufi event is yet another endeavour of the 

Sun Foundation in its commitment 

Unplugging the sufi fever through thumri and khayal

Celebrating 10 Glorious Years of Europeon Chapter of World Punjabi Organisation

The evening of celebration of ten years of launch of 

European  chapter of World Punjabi Organisation (WPO) on 

17th October, 2010 at Park Hotel, U.K. was a great success.  The  

venue was overflowing with Punjabi dignitaries from all over 

England and abroad gathered to celebrate their success, 

recognise the new milestones in the community and interact with 

each other in a typical Punjabi way. Dr. Vince Cable, Britain's 

Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills; 

Mr. Andrew Feldman, Co-Chair, conservative party; 

Mrs. Preneet kaur, Minister of State for External Affairs, Govt. of 

India, Dr. Ruby Dhalla, member of parliament from Canada, 

Lord Swraj Paul, Virendra Sharma, Labour MP, Shailesh Vara, 

Conservative MP, Lord Diljit Rana, Kartar Singh Lalvani, 

leading NRI entrepreneur, Sardar Tarlochan Singh, former MP, 

Vikramjit Sahney, International President, WPO and Sardar B.S. 

Kakar were among the several dignitaries who graced the 

Maharani Preneet Kaur – Minister of State for External Affairs, Govt. of India; 
Lord Andrew Feldman – Co-chair of Conservative Party, U.K., Ranjit Baxi, 

B.S. Kakar, Vikramjit Sahney & others

towards promoting the cultural heritage 

of India. The Foundation has the 

distinction of hosting various renowned 

singers in the past such as Gulam AIi, 

Jagjit Singh, Hans Raj Hans and Runa 

Laila, to name a few. 

In quest of melodious journey through singing
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occasion with their benign presence. 

Dr. Vince Cable while addressing the 

gathering stated, ”India has made 

staggering progress under the leadership 

of Prime Minister Manmohan Singh" and 

"British Government wants to develop 

deeper relations with India and step up 

economic cooperation" between the two 

countries.” 

Proud to share past, present & future

Mushaira Jashn-e-Bahaar 2011

It was a real treat to lovers of urdu poetry who eagerly await 

the Mushaira Jashn-e-Bahaar to savour the exquisite ghazals and 

nazms.  Jashn-e-Bahaar was held on 8th April, 2011 at Delhi 

Public School, Mathura Raod, New Delhi.  The occasion saw the 

participation of ‘Shayars’ from all over the world including 

Ishrat Afreen & Max Bruce, USA; Nasim Syed, Canada; Ahmed 

Al Qadi, Cairo; Rehana Roohi & Anwar Masood, Pakistan.  To 

match these jewels of shayeri, we had Shahryar, Barelvi and 

Javed Akhtar and many others from Indian soil who enthralled 

the audience with their nazms.  Smt. Meira Kumar, speaker Lok 

Sabha was the Chief Guest on the occasion and also released 

'Kabhi Kabhi' a new collection of works of Sahir Ludhiyanvi in 

devnagri.

Vikramjit Sahney participated on the occasion as a co-

sponsor of the event for he believes that  Urdu language is a jewel 

in the crown of several languages spoken in the country.  There is 

so much melody and rhyme within the language.  It is very rich 

in expression of human emotions and subtleties of interaction 

and behaviours.

Mr. Andrew Feldman read out the 

special message from Mr. David 

Cameroon, the Prime Minister of Britain 

and observed,  “Punjabis should 

contribute significantly to economic 

recovery and also play leading role in 

strengthening Indo-Uk relations.”

In a message, Leader of the Liberal 

Democrats and Deputy Prime Minister of 

Br i ta in  Nick  Clegg  lauded the  

contribution of the Punjabi community in 

the UK to Britain''s economic, social and 

cultural life.

Mrs. Preneet kaur, while praising 

WPO noted, “Love for hard work and to 

strive to succeed is in the genes of every 

Punjabi”

Ranjit Singh Baxi, President of the 

WPO (European division), said that 

Punjabis are enterprising and are 

working hard towards economic growth 

and prosperity of United Kingdom. He 

further added that WPO has established 

an Education Scholarship at the 

University of East London to support 

post-graduate education for visiting 

students from India.

On this most befitting occasion Mr. 

Vikramjit Singh Sahney announced that 

WPO will launch and host World Punjabi 

Parliamentarians Forum in January 2011 

in New Delhi on the sidelines of Bhartiya 

Pravasi Divas 2011 to facil itate 

networking among parliamentarians, 

leading Punjabi businessmen and 

industrialists all over the globe. 

The gala event included a cultural 

evening and gourmet feast to the delight 

of everyone present.

Urdu language is a jewel in the crown of several 

languages spoken in the country.  There is so 

much melody and rhyme within the language.
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through the stairs of music and dance.  The lawns of FICCI 

flaunted some of the best exhibits in music and dance 

performance that Delhi has imbibed from the heart of the 

Mughals and presented as a melting pot of diverse cultural tastes 

of the country. The evening had the entire gathering pulsating to 

the rhythms of “Sham-e-Awadh” that kept craving guests asking 

for more.   

A sense of solidarity resonated in the sentiments of the 

visiting delegation through a unanimous echo, “Every time we 

meet on such occasions it seems that we are all part of an 

extended family. We are a great team and teamwork is the fuel 

that allows common people to attain uncommon results. Lets all 

join hands and make all our dreams come true, we can if we have 

the courage to pursue them.”

India-Pakistan Economic Relations Conference and Cultural Evening

A perfect culmination of FICCI conference on India-

Pakistan Economic Relations was the cultural evening followed 

by cocktails and dinner in honour of the visiting high powered 

delegation from Pakistan in the FICCI Golden Jubilee 

Auditorium Lawns on 24th November 2010.  

Hosted by Vikramjit Sahney, Sr. Vice President, SAARC 

CCI, the visiting delegation from Pakistan experienced the 

emotions soaring high between them and their counterparts 

from Indian subcontinent.  The presence of H.E. Shahid Malik, 

the Hon'ble High Commissioner of Pakistan to India, added 

more colour to the evening.  It was a superb attempt to rediscover 

the soul of life and stepping down into the heart of euphoria 

Mr. Tariq Sayeed, Mr. Sultan Chawla, Ms. Nirupama Rao – Foreign Secretary, 
Rajan Mittal, Vikram Sahney, Dr. Amit Mitra at 

India Pakistan Economic Relations Conference in New Delhi.

Sikh Heritage Award for Leadership – New York

Being presented 'Sikh Heritage Award' 
by Hardip Puri, Indian Ambassador to UN

Presenting a bouquet to 
H.E. Janab Shahid Malik, the High Commissioner of Pakistan to India

Vikramjit Sahney was conferred 

with the 'Sikh Heritage award for 

leadership' at the 7th Annual Sikh Film 

Festival and Heritage Gala evening in 

New York public library that had the 

glitterati of celebrities walking the red 

carpet and join in the celebrations.  Sikh 

Art & Film Foundation is a non- profit 

cultural organization dedicated to 

creating awareness and pride in the 

diversity, culture and history of the Sikhs, 

as well as the contributions of Sikhs in 

American society.

The award to Vikramjit Sahney was 

presented by H.E. Hardip Puri, Indian 

Ambassador to United Nations in 

presence of luminaries like Mr. Prabhu 

Dayal, Indian Consul General; Ajay 

Banga, CEO, Citicorp International, Sant 

Singh Chatwal, Dr N.S. Kapany, Teji 

Bindra, President, Sikh Art & Film 

Foundation. While presenting the award 

Mr. Puri said “I am privileged to be given 

the opportunity of honouring the best in 

the community”. 

Her Excellency Maharani Preneet 

Kaur, Minister of State for External 

Affairs, complimented the Sikh Art and 

“Sikhism, through its Holy Scripture 'Guru Granth Sahib' has been perceived as a doctrine of 'Fatherhood 

of God and Universal Brotherhood of Mankind' evolving the spirit of secularism that is spiritually blissful, 

aesthetically rich and culturally venerated.  I affirm that promotion of our  rich punjabi culture, folk, 

language and literature is a way to inculcate high social values and we shall go all out to do our best in 

this regard.” – Vikramjit Sahney
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Film Foundation for their excellent 

accomplishment in achieving their 

mission and raising awareness about 

Sikhism.  

Whi le  rece iv ing  the  award,  

Vikramjit thanked the august gathering 

in all humility and said, “Sikhism, 

through its Holy Scripture 'Guru Granth 

Sahib' has been perceived as a doctrine of 

'Fatherhood of God and Universal 

Brotherhood of Mankind' evolving the 

spirit of secularism that is spiritually 

blissful, aesthetically rich and culturally 

venerated.  I affirm that promotion of our  

rich punjabi culture, folk, language and 

literature is a way to inculcate high social 

values and we shall go all out to do our 

best in this regard.”

Coinciding with above, there was a 

photographic exhibition titled 'Tryst with 

performance entranced the participants 

at the gala that saw the tapping feet of 

Sikhs and Americans on the dance floor 

all at the same time. 

Thanking the august gathering on being honoured. Arpana Caur and Ajay Banga with the 
award winning painting 'Saccha Sauda'

The Trio is all smiles

Maharani Preneet Kaur along with Prabhu Dayal, Consul General of India, Sr. Tarlochan Singh, Teji Bindra, Vikramjit Sahney, S.S. Dhal  
and others during Sikh Heritage Festival and Award Ceremony

Time to exchange views

Trees' and premier of Feature Session 

showcasing three films celebrating the 

rich heritage, traditions and culture of the 

Sikhs. 

The Prince of Bhangra, Sukhbir's 
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Yielding best output through fertilizer and networking – Dr. S. Behuria 
along with A. Pitse, A. Vellayan, Khalifa Al-Sowaidi & Vikramjit Sahney

The Big League in Global Fertilizer Industry

Spirit Of Life – Cultural Evening during International Fertilizer Conference

 The evening “Spirit of Life” of 30th 

November, 2010 hosted by Vikramjit 

Sahney in honour of the delegation of 

International Fertilizer Conference and 

who's who of Delhi, saw a vibrant series 

of cultural and bollywood performances 

at the front lawns of Hotel Ashok, New 

Delhi. 

The entire venue and the service on 

the venue was based on Arabian theme.  

Elephants and camels greeted the guests 

with gusto. The performance ranged 

from scintillating dance medleys that 

were contemporary to folk to classical.  

The guests were spell bound by melange 

of dances from different states of India to 

different countries.  It was a fusion of 

Indian, Persian and Western dance 

performance. The evening also boasted of 

stand up comic act by Papa CJ.  He left the 

audience in splits by his quick one liners. 

Symphony of different art forms

On this occasion, rich tributes were 

paid by Vikramjit Sahney, acknowledg-

ing Alfred Pitse-CEO, FOSKOR; South 

Africa; Khalifa Abdullah  Al-Sowaidi-

MD, QAFCO, Qatar; Ahmed Hagrass-

Head, Hagropota, Egypt; Ms. Liao-MD, 

Kailin Fertilizers, China; A. Vellayan-

Chairman, Murugappa Group; each one 

as Heads of their respective corporate 

houses as also their efficient teams for the 

bonding that has been created amidst 

South Africa, Qatar, Egypt and China 

with India through their joint business 

linkages.

Some of the other guests included 

Mr. Luc Maene, Director General, IFA, 

Sello, Director, IDC H.E. Nimisha J. 

Madhvani, High Commission of Uganda 

to India, H.S. Narula and OBE Surina 

Narula, Chairman, D.S. Group; Suneet 

Verma, ace designer and many more.

The evening ended with a sumptu-

ous spread of exquisite snacks, cocktail 

drinks and dinner. 

All in all the evening saw people 

enjoying and having a good time. 

11



ISSUE 3, 2011NEWSLETTER

IFA Enlarged Council Meeting

World Punjabi Parliamentarians Forum - WPPF

H i s t o r y  w a s  

c h r o n i c l e d  w h e n  

Punjab virtually took 

over the entire world as  

World Punjabi Parlia-

mentarians came to-

gether on one platform 

and joined hands to 

launch First World Punjabi Parliament-

arians Fourm (WPPF) at convention hall, 

Hotel Ashok, Chankyapuri, New Delhi 

on 8th January 2011.  The Forum was 

formed under aegis of World Punjabi 

Organisation(WPO) having over 20 

Chapters worldwide.

Shri I.K. Gujral, Former Prime 

Minister of India inaugurated the Forum 

through a video message to the august 

gathering “I applaud Vikramjit and his 

team on this occasion and I hope this 

Forum will go a long way in uniting MPs 

of Indian origin to their motherland” said 

I.K. Gujral.

“Time has come, dear friends, when 

we should get back to our roots and 

contribute to the challenges of education, 

health, infrastructure and youth for an all 

inclusive growth.  Our GDP is very good 

but it must percolate down to the three 

fourth of our population that is deprived 

On the occasion of International 

Fertilizer Enlarged Council Meeting, 

Qatar Fertilizer Company (QAFCO) and 

Sun Group, their representative in India 

hosted a lunch for the members of the 

council and other delegates on 4th 

December 2010 at the lawns of Shangrila 

Hotel, New Delhi.  The relaxed 

atmosphere of the networking lunch 

provided a befitting platform for 

Networking between Fertilizer Business Majors – 
Khalifa Al Sowaidi, Vikramjit Sahney, Luc Maene & Satish Chander

discussing of 

all aspects re-

lated to ferti-

lizer industry; 

act as the voice 

and ear of the 

global  fert i -

lizer industry 

in collecting 

and dissemi-

nation of infor-

m a t i o n  o n  

fertilizer industry. 

Mr. Luc Maene, Mr. Bob Doyle, Mr. 

Khalifa  Al-Sowaidi, Mr. Fabio C. Piffer, 

Mr. James J. Fox, Mr. Duan Changsheng 

and Mr. Renso J.M. Zwiers were some of 

the dignitaries who attended the lunch.

of the benefits of this growth.” said 

Vikramjit Sahney, adding “We need to 

engage Members of Parliaments of Indian 

Origin across the globe to help 

strengthen, enhance and promote 

cultural, social, economic and trade 

relationships between their country of 

residence and India,” 

Speaking on the occasion, Baroness 

Dr. Sandip Verma said, “ wherever 

Punjabis settle, they are contributory to 

the society they live in.  But in my 

opinion, we still lag behind in terms of 

our contributions to politics and therefore 

have to make sincere efforts and come to 

12
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hoped that the Forum would engage into 

serious dialogue looking into problems of 

each other, share experience and try to 

help people in the world. 

Shri .S.S. Dhindsa, Shri O.P. 

Chautala, Shri Raj Babbar, Shri S.S. 

Ahluwalia,  Lord Diljit Rana  were some 

of the other dignitaries who spoke on the 

occasion.   There were over  25 

parliamentarians from various countries 

present on the occasion that spanned 

from Canada to U.K. to New Zealand to 

Malaysia with their solidarity to the 

forum.  On the Indian side, the unity and 

patronage could well be seen with 

participation of Union Ministers and 

Parliamen-tarians from various political 

parties that included, amongst others, Dr. 

M.S. Gill, S.S. Dhindsa, O.P. Chautala, Raj 

Dharam Paaji proudly accepting the 'Punjabi Rattan Award' 
from Vikramjit Sahney with Sunny & Bobby in tow

Dharam draws everyone to jive to the 
tune of 'Mein Jat Yamla Pagla Diwaana'

Proudly launching the World Punjabi Parliamentarians Forum

the forefront in the policy decisions and 

policy making.”

While quoting Shaheed Bhagat 

Singh with his famous words “universal 

brotherhood can be achieved only when 

there is equality of opportunities – of 

social, political and individual alike”, Dr. 

Ruby Dhalla added “WPPF has been 

formulated as there is need to give voice 

to millions of those who are deprived and 

struggling to be heard, so let us give them 

our voice and have the opportunity to be 

part of India's future.” 

Dr. M.S. Gill applauded Vikramjit 

and his team of WPO for bringing 

parliamentarians from several countries 

to join on this platform as also for uniting 

Parliamentarians from India cutting 

across party lines.  Dr. M.S. Gill also 

Babbar & S.S. Ahluwalia.  Due to fog 

prevailing over the city, many MPs could 

not land in the city but made their 

presence felt through their messages to 

the audience.  

On this occassion, Cine Star, 

Dharmendra was conferred with award 

of “Punjabi Rattan” in the presence of 

parliamentarians from all over the globe 

as Sunny and Bobby Deol rejoiced in the 

moment of pride and the crowd jived to 

the song  “Mein Jat Yamla Pagla Diwana, 

O Rabba, Itni si Baat Na Jaana....” playing 

in the background that rocked the Nation 

years ago and has not lost its magic spell 

even today! 

The celebrations lasted well into 

midnight with cultural gala, cocktails and 

dinner.
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said Vikramjit Sahney who is also Sr. Vice 

President, SAARC Chamber. Mr. Iftikhar 

Malik lauded the efforts initiated by Mr. 

Sahney since 1997 for promoting peace 

and friendship between two countries by 

leading various delegations to Pakistan 

and organizing many social and cultural 

events to promote friendship. Mr. Ali 

Bader, Secretary General, WPO Pakistan 

exhorted the youth of both countries to 

come together to forge a close 

relationship and lead the way for peace. 

Mr. Arshad Alam, Vice President , WPO 

Karachi exhorted for liberalization of visa 

regime for bonafide businessmen and 

Greeting Mr. & Mrs. Kuldip Nayar Felicitating Ghulam Ali - the Ghazal King from across the border

A mesmerizing evening “Paigam 

Mohabattan De” was hosted by Vikramjit 

Singh Sahney, International President – 

World Punjabi Organisation  to welcome 

a high powered 40 member delegation of 

businessmen and folk artists from 

Pakistan headed by Mr. Iftikhar Malik, 

President – WPO Pakistan and Vice 

President SAARC Chamber.

Both the sides exchanged warm love 

and affection and vowed to end the 

hostilities by engaging in people to 

people and B2B contact. “Cultural artists 

and businessmen of both countries are 

ambassadors of peace and prosperity” 

Paigam Mohabattan De

Paigam Mohabattan De – Our brethren from overseas – L to R - Mr. Ali Bader, Mr. Surjit Singh, Mr. Iftikhar Malik (Vice President, SAARC CCI, Pakistan) 
along with Sardar Tarlochan Singh, Vikramjit Sahney and others
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cultural artists of both countries to 

facilitate exchange.  The highlight of the 

function was exchange of ‘chunis’ among 

the young girls from India and Pakistan 

forging friendship and closer ties.

The Special Guest of Honour for the 

evening were famous Journalist Shri 

Kuldip Nayar, legendary ghazal singer 

Ghulam Ali. Among other performances, 

famous Pakistani singer Nooran Lal 

captivated the audience with her 

melodious voice.  There was sumptuous 

kakoris, galotui Kebabs, neharis, fish 

Amritsari, fruit kulfis, halwa and so on to 

follow.
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Achievers Award Ceremony – Tare Zameen Par

It was an evening of spectacular and 

mesmerising cultural performance on 

20th February 2011 at the jam packed 

FICCI Auditorium where Tare Zameen 

Par, a project of Sun Foundation 

felicitated its true 'Achievers' and 

awarded 'graduating certificates' in the 

presence of Smt. Krishna Tirath, Hon'ble 

Union Minister for Women & Child 

Sufi performance on wheels in praise of Lord Almighty

Development, Govt. of India, & Shri. Raj 

Babbar, MP & bollywood actor. The  

cultural programme included melodious 

singing, yoga, dance performances on 

sufi music, bharat natyam, hip-hop and 

patriotic songs together with an 

exhibition of products crafted by special 

children. 

Tare Zameen Par is a free vocational 

Yoga on wheels

Jai Chhariayara, star of amazing anecdotes, being awarded A patriotic Act by inmates of 'Angels of Sun'-free education home 
run by Sun Foundation for parentless children

Powerful Hip-Hop Act by
Vinod Thakur

training centre, aimed at upliftment of 

children and young adults with special 

needs so that they are able to earn 

dignified living and develop a sense of 

self respect.

Smt. Krishna Tirath observed that 

the stars in sky had come down to shine 

on this occasion.  While congratulating 

Sun Foundation in its altruistic pursuits, 

she said that the various programmes run 

by the Foundation are testimony of the 

fact that they are empowering the diverse 

needy sections of society.  

Speaking on the occasion, Raj Babar 

said “I have connected to the special 

youth on this occasion through my 

emotions, and after a connect through 

sheer emotions, no words are adequate to 

express. I applaud Sun Foundation in its 

effort of bringing the talent in these 

children to this platform for recognition 

by all”

While thanking all the distinguished 

guests, Vikramjit Sahney said-“These 

children are really talented and all they 

need is some love and support from 

people. It is a pleasure to award youth 

like these who prove to us time and again 

that “disability is not an inability”. 

The awards included certificates of 

merit, cash award and mementoes to 

“I have connected to the special youth on this occasion through my 

emotions, and after a connect through sheer emotions, no words are 

adequate to express. I applaud Sun Foundation in its effort of 

bringing the talent in these children to this platform for recognition 

by all” – Sh. Raj Babbar
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Thought provoking moment for Krishna Tirath & Vikramjit Sahney Meghna, the nightingale of today being awarded by 
Krishna Tirath & Raj Babbar while Vikramjit applauds

Enjoying some relaxing moments with 
Dr. Vijay Mallya & Mr. A. Vellayan

Welcoming Dr. Vince Cable, Business Secretary, 
Govt. of U.K., along with Mr. Rajan Bharti Mittal

Hearty welcome to 
H.E. Tajinder Khanna, 
Lt. Governor of Delhi

In conversation 
with Shri Khushwant Singh

Deliberations with 
Nobel Laureate 

Prof. Muhammad Yunus

Felicitating Shri Analjit Singh

Memorable Moments

In sync with
Mr. Mukesh Ambani

special children who have made their name on national platform 

for their exceptional achievements, displaying passion and 

commitment in their field of activity.  They included Meghna 

Kumar of 'Indian Idol' fame, Vinod Thakur of 'India Got Talent' 

fame, Jai Chhariyara of 'Laughter Challenge' fame and many 

more. The celebration was a grand and a joyous occasion for 

young stars of Tare Zameen Par who shone glamorously with 

their own abilities on the stage and otherwise. The roaring 

applause by the audience produced the symphony of care 

assuring their support to the children and to the Institute.


